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DISTRICT ENGINEER

Who We Are

Today, as the Sacramento region emerges from an extended
period of economic downturn, we look to 2014 and the
years ahead with guarded optimism.
Prabhakar Somavarapu
District Engineer

As we embark on a new era of wastewater treatment for the
Sacramento region, we look to reassure our customers that we
take seriously our mission of protecting public health and the
environment through reliable and safe conveyance, treatment, and
discharge of wastewater in the most cost-effective manner possible.
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Taking the Waste out of WateR
As wastewater tends to be out of sight and out of mind, it’s
understandable that customers are not always clear on who
we are or what we do. However, with the dramatic changes
of the EchoWater Project, our visibility has increased.
As a result, it is more important than ever that customers
recognize us and understand the critical service we provide.
To address this, we embarked on an organizational rebranding
effort, adopting “Regional San” as our public name and

treatment plant and conveyance system.

modernizing our logo. Our new tagline—Taking the Waste
Out of Water—succinctly explains our core mission
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and commitment to renewing valuable water resources.

In 2013, we experienced changes in two key leadership roles. Former
Director of Policy & Planning Prabhakar Somavarapu took the lead
as District Engineer in early July following Stan Dean’s retirement.
Subsequently, Christoph Dobson, who was formerly Director of
Operations for the Sacramento Area Sewer District, was appointed

Our goal is to establish better customer recall of Regional
San’s identity to improve communication and boost
awareness of our organization, projects, and rates.
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PIPELINE

AVERAGE DAILY Flow

Annual Effluent Flow

181 million gallons (MGD)

PER DAY

About

196

Peak Wet
Weather
Flow

1.4

acre-feet

MGD

580,727

Total Number of
Customer Accounts

Approximate Population Served

million people
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Treatment Plant
Permitted Capacity

(Average Dry Weather Flow)

783

ACRE FT.

Water Recycled

Biosolids
Recycled

5,262
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Today, as the Sacramento region emerges from an extended period
of economic downturn, we look to 2014 and the years ahead with

Regional San

Director of Policy & Planning in late July.

This new evolution in our wastewater treatment is a monumental,
expensive task. Our goal is to build only what is needed—using the
most dependable equipment—at the lowest long-term cost to our
customers. To that end, we built a special pilot-scale facility to
test different technologies. The initial results of that testing came
last spring, helping us identify the most cost-effective treatment
technology for the full-scale project. I am pleased to report that
we have selected technologies that will cost hundreds of millions
of dollars less than what was previously anticipated.
Given the great expense of this project, it’s critical our ratepayers
know exactly what to expect as we take the region’s wastewater
treatment to a whole new level. Over the summer, a public outreach
campaign was developed and launched to explain these advanced
facilities, collectively known as the EchoWater Project. We want
our ratepayers to know why Regional San is upgrading its treatment
process, the kinds of technologies we plan to use, and how project
costs will impact monthly rates over the next decade.

O ur N e w I de nt it y:

Regional San contracts with the County of Sacramento for the
workforce that conducts day-to-day operations for the wastewater

Q UIC K FA CT S

The year started off with Sacramento Regional County Sanitation
District (Regional San) continuing to squarely face the challenge
of meeting the strict requirements in our latest discharge permit
issued by the State. To meet these tough new regulations, we
must build massive new facilities at the regional treatment plant
near Elk Grove. These upgrades will help remove ammonia and
nitrates and improve pathogen removal from our discharge to
the Sacramento River.

guarded optimism. As an organization, Regional San faces some
daunting challenges. Our ability to successfully navigate through
tough times, however, has been bolstered over the years by the
unwavering dedication and commitment of our staff and the
leadership of our Board of Directors.

2013

I am pleased to present the 2013 State of the District Report.
This report provides a look back on notable activities of 2013
and our plans and goals for the future.

At the Sacramento Regional County Sanitation District (Regional
San), we provide wastewater conveyance and treatment services
to residential, commercial, and industrial customers throughout
unincorporated Sacramento County; the cities of Citrus Heights,
Elk Grove, Folsom, Rancho Cordova, Sacramento, and West
Sacramento; and the communities of Courtland and Walnut Grove.
The wastewater from these communities travels through 172 miles
of interceptor pipelines to the Sacramento Regional Wastewater
Treatment Plant near Elk Grove, where it is treated and safely
discharged to the Sacramento River. In normal weather years,
we treat, on average, approximately 150 million gallons of
wastewater each day.
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SYSTEM

MANAGEMENT
Ensuring our pipelines and treatment infrastructure are in good working order is critical to our
mission. We worked hard to respond to vital system needs in 2013.
Engineering Highlights
Digester Rehabilitation Program
The treatment plant’s eight anaerobic digesters are critical to the
solids treatment and disposal process. To improve the digesters’
reliability and extend their useful life, staff is implementing critical
rehabilitation work to replace mechanical equipment that has
reached or exceeded its useful life.
As the digesters are taken out of service one at a time, the work
performed on each is determined by the age and condition of
its components. Rehabilitation work also includes replacing
protective coatings and sealants on steel and structural concrete
surfaces. Regional San completed work on one digester in 2013
and is preparing to work on two more in 2014. Work is
expected to be complete on all digesters by 2017.

Secondary Sedimentation Tank Rehabilitation Program
Secondary Sedimentation Tanks (SSTs) are used to settle solids during
the treatment process. Regional San has 24 SSTs, and they are
experiencing corrosion and mechanical wear and tear due to age.
A strategy was implemented to rehabilitate all 24 SSTs over several
years, focusing first on the SSTs with the most critical needs. Work on
the first two started in late 2012 and is scheduled to be complete in
early 2014, while work on seven more has been scheduled. Rehabilitation
of the remaining 15 is scheduled for completion by 2020.

Condition Assessment Program
Regional San makes it a priority to inspect its infrastructure and
determine the need for rehabilitation, repair, or replacement.
This step helps maintain system functionality and is typically
conducted when equipment is down for cleaning or maintenance.
This year, assessments were conducted on two digesters and the
return activated sludge pump suction barrels and discharge pipes.
The next task is to assess the primary effluent channel and 72-inch
diversion pipelines.
Staff has also completed an Interceptor System Condition Assessment
Plan that prioritizes assessments for interceptor assets. The
locations, frequencies, and techniques for these assessments will
provide the basis for a consolidated Condition Assessment Program.
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S e r v i c e L e v e l P e r f o r ma n c e
Service levels are high-level measures that reflect how well we are
meeting our mission from the perspective of our customers. In other
words, service levels measure what our customers get from Regional
San for the money they pay.

in our treated wastewater. We also had higher hydrogen sulfide
influent loadings that likely contributed to our Wastewater
Treatment Plant Odor Events. Investigations are underway
into the causes of both.

In 2013, we met five of our seven service levels. Six of the eight
Water Quality Violations were due to reduced fish survival rates

O p e r at i o n s & M a i n t e n a n c e
Highlights

ANNUAL
TARGET

2013
PERFORMANCE

Water Quality Violations: Occurs when the quality of water discharged from the treatment plant to the
Sacramento River does not meet regulatory requirements.

≤5

8

Major Sanitary Sewer Overflows: Occurs when sewage overflows the wastewater conveyance system in an
amount greater than 1,000 gallons and/or reaches creeks, rivers or other surface waters.

≤1

0

Major Wastewater Treatment Plant Spills: Occurs when wastewater that is not fully treated leaves the
treatment plant property, gets into a stream or river, endangers public health and/or creates a nuisance.

≤0

0

Interceptor Odor Events: Occurs when odors released from the interceptor pipelines and pump stations are
easily recognized by the average person and reported to Regional San staff.

≤6

4

The performance of the SSB solids removal program is also being
evaluated to determine potential operational improvements. The goal is
to optimize and extend the life of the SSBs and the lined dedicated land
disposal sites, delaying the need for additional facilities.

Wastewater Treatment Plant Odor Events: Occurs when odors released from the wastewater treatment plant
site are easily recognized by the average person and reported to Regional San staff.

≤8

20

Wet Weather Planning

Water Recycled (equivalent acres/year): Reflects the amount of tertiary-treated wastewater that is used for
beneficial purposes, such as irrigation, instead of being discharged to the Sacramento River.

SERVICE LEVEL

Solids Storage Basin Optimization
The treatment plant has 20 solids storage basins (SSBs) that are used
to further treat solids removed during the liquid treatment process.
An effort has been underway to optimize the process and decrease
costs. The run time of large electric mixers in the SSBs, for example,
was reduced from 12 to 5.5 hours, saving about $43,000 annually
in energy costs. As these mixers are also expensive to maintain,
a pilot study evaluated impeller-driven, energy-efficient mixers as
a replacement option. Six of the 40 mixers have been replaced with
impeller mixers, and their performance is being evaluated during
a year-long study.

Each year, our staff joins forces with regional representatives to
prepare for the winter storm season. During heavy rains, regular
daily flows into the wastewater treatment plant can triple. In
preparation, plant equipment and outlying pump stations are
tested. Pump stations also undergo a simulated power outage
to ensure the transition to generator power is smooth. We inventory
and stockpile spare parts so equipment is ready for use in an
emergency. Staff also review emergency response procedures
to ensure plans are executed smoothly.
Communication plays a big role in winter preparedness. Every year,
for example, Regional San and City of Sacramento staff discuss
operations to plan for potential sewer overflows. Recently, staff
linked City and Regional San pump station information into a
system that allows real-time monitoring of both systems, helping
prevent sewer overflows.

Upgrades to Maintenance Management System
The primary data management tool at the treatment plant was
upgraded to improve administrative efficiency. The computerized
maintenance management system, first installed in 1998, has
served as the core resource management tool for operations
and maintenance work. A formalized process was implemented to
track changes to job plans and facilitate the automated generation
of staff assignments for preventive maintenance work. This allows
our staff to be even more proactive.

S TAT E O F T H E D I S T R I C T R E P O R T

Biosolids Recycled (equivalent acres/year): During the treatment process, organic matter is removed from the
wastewater, treated, disinfected and converted to a fertilizer product called biosolids. This service level reflects
the amount of biosolids recycled as fertilizer.

1,450–1,825
& 3,000-3,650*

2,631

200–300

224

TARGET
MET?

* In July 2010, the biosolids recycled contract was modified to reduce operating expenses by half through the end of June. This resulted in a lower target range for our service level
for the first half of 2013. In July, the contract was restored to full production, which resulted in a higher target range for our service level for the second half of 2013. As the target
changed mid-year, additional analysis was conducted to determine that the production rates did meet the two associated targets for 2013.
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PERFORMANCE

DISCHARGE PERMIT
LIMITATION

PERCENT
COMPLIANCE

Daily Maximum

14

60

100

is discharged to the Sacramento River,

Weekly Average

10

45

100

must meet specific water quality

Monthly Average

8

30

100

Removal

98

Minimum 85%

100

standards as required by a discharge

Daily Maximum

15

60

100

Weekly Average

9

45

100

Monthly Average

6

30

100

Removal

98

Minimum 85%

100

TOTAL COLIFORM
(MPN/100ml)

Maximum
Weekly Median

8

23

100

CHLORINE RESIDUAL
(mg/L)

Daily Maximum

0.002

0.018

100

Monthly Average

0.000008

0.011

100

CONSTITUENT

BOD (mg/L)

TSS (mg/L)

pH
MERCURY (mass lb.)

20-Min Average
Annual Total

Minimum

Maximum

Minimum = 6.0

100

6.0

7.2

Maximum = 8.0

100

2.3

100

Approx 1.2 lbs.
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Regional San’s treated wastewater, which

permit. This table highlights Regional
San’s performance in 2013 on some
of the constituents we monitor.
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E C H O WAT E R P R O J E C T :

B R I N G I N G WAT E R B A C K
When completed, the EchoWater Project, our new evolution in wastewater treatment, will boast
advanced capabilities to meet the region’s needs well into the future.
B ac kg r o u n d
Regional San is undertaking the most significant upgrade to our

projects occurring at the same

treatment plant since its original construction in the 1970s. These

time. In addition, as part of the

upgrades, known as the EchoWater Project, must be built to meet

settlement, the Regional Water

new, strict water quality requirements that were issued by the State’s

Board amended the permit in

Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board (Regional Water

October 2013 to remove and revise

Board) as part of our 2010 discharge permit. The mandates are

some of the effluent limitations.

designed primarily to help protect the Delta ecosystem downstream

These permit modifications provide assurance that cost-effective

by removing most of the ammonia and nitrates and improving the

disinfection alternatives remain viable for Regional San.

removal of pathogens from our discharge. The upgrades are
anticipated to cost between $1.5 and $2.1 billion in capital costs
and approximately $50 million per year in additional operation
and maintenance costs.

Pa r t i a l P e r m i t S e t t l e m e n t
and Amendment
Concerned with the rationale behind some of the requirements
in the 2010 discharge permit, Regional San appealed the permit
to the State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board)
and filed a lawsuit seeking resolution. The State Water Board
upheld the discharge permit through the appeals process, and in
April 2013, a partial settlement was reached on the litigation
between Regional San, the State Water Board, the Regional
Water Board and multiple water agencies. Regional San dropped its
challenge to the requirement for removal of ammonia and nitrates from
its treated effluent while continuing its challenge to the new filtration
and disinfection requirements for pathogen removal.
As part of the partial settlement, the ammonia and nitrate removal
facilities must be constructed and operational by May 2021, and if
Regional San is not successful in its ongoing litigation, the new
filtration and disinfection facilities must be constructed and operational
by May 2023. Regional San was already prepared to remove about
one-half of the ammonia from its discharge. Building a facility to
remove ammonia and nitrates to meet the permit requirements
requires additional costs, but it provides better assurances that
whatever is built will meet long-term needs. Receiving approximately
two additional years to complete the new filtration and disinfection

In November 2013, opening briefs were filed with the Sacramento

The EchoWater Project was officially launched during a media
event at the treatment plant in June, when the project name, brand, and
logo were unveiled to the public. An informational website also went
live at EchoWaterProject.com. The project-specific site includes topical
videos, background information, answers to frequently asked questions,
and links to online resources.
In fall, Regional San produced and distributed the first in a series of
annual newsletters about the EchoWater Project to customers. The
newsletter explained why Regional San must upgrade its treatment
process, what we plan to build, and how project costs will impact
monthly rates during the next eight to 10 years. Future newsletters
will be a critical communication tool to ensure customers know what
to expect as we move forward.

with a final ruling expected in summer 2014.

As the EchoWater Project evolves in the coming years, additional
communications strategies will help carry our message to customers
throughout the region.

Final Technology Selection

Plans for 2014

A critical step in planning for the EchoWater Project was completed
in 2013, as pilot study results helped determine the most efficient,
cost-effective, and sustainable treatment technologies to meet the
new discharge permit requirements.

As we finish the transition from planning to design in 2014, Regional

After more than a year of intensive performance testing on nine different
treatment trains, Regional San selected biological nutrient removal (BNR)
and granular media filtration (GMF) to address the required mandates.

Contracts to meet the second compliance date of May 2023, for the

BNR, or air activated sludge technology, will be used for ammonia
and nitrate removal. If filtration requirements are judicially upheld,
GMF will be used. Meanwhile, a switch from gas to liquid chlorine
will be a safer and equally effective option for final disinfection.

Design work in 2014 will focus on many EchoWater Project components,

Superior Court regarding the filtration and disinfection requirements,

C u sto m e r O u t r e ac h
Our customers are facing unprecedented rate increases as a result
of the costs associated with the EchoWater Project. To help with the
education process, we launched an outreach campaign to clearly
explain why the project is required, how it will help protect our
community and the environment, and what we’re doing to ensure
the lowest long-term cost to our customers. The “EchoWater Project:
Bringing Water Back” name and brand were developed to reflect how
the new technology will take our wastewater and return it to a clean,
natural state—much like an
“echo” returning to its
original source.

San is shifting focus. By March, consultants are expected to be under
contract to complete the many design components to meet the first
compliance deadline of May 2021 for ammonia and nitrate removal.

WASTEWATER

T R EAT M E N T P LA N T

filtration and enhanced disinfection facilities, are still on hold pending
judicial resolution.

TOUR PROGRAM

including BNR facilities; the primary effluent pumping station;
In 2013, Regional San took customer education to a whole
new level by developing a new Wastewater Treatment Plant
Tour Program. On specific Saturday mornings and Thursday
afternoons, tour participants witness first-hand how a working
treatment plant operates. As they walk around the facility,
participants hear directly from the experts about how we
safely manage the region’s wastewater and protect the
environment. They also learn what the future holds as
the new EchoWater upgrades are designed and built.

the activated sludge pumping system; nitrifying sidestream
treatment; flow equalization; disinfection chemical storage;
and other system infrastructure.
To make room for the new facilities, two important building relocation
projects will begin in early 2014. The California Environmental
Quality Act review process is scheduled to be complete in summer
2014, when it is expected that Regional San’s Board of Directors
will certify the the enviromental document. Also, project permits
are expected to be complete by the fall 2014. Once these activities
are complete, full-scale construction of the new treatment
facilities can begin.

facilities, meanwhile, will provide a much-needed benefit in mitigating
the construction complications associated with multiple major capital
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FINANCIAL

S U S TA I N A B I L I T Y

S E W ER
I M P A CT F EE S

We have always taken our role as financial stewards very seriously. As our customers
now face unprecedented rate increases, that role is more critical than ever.

Y e a r ly co m pa r i s o n

2013 Financial Overview

Debt Management

Regional San’s revenue is primarily generated from two sources:

Regional San has long-term revenue bond debt totaling approximately

monthly customer rates, paid by existing customers; and sewer

$1.3 billion. Of this, approximately $705 million is variable rate debt

impact fees, paid for by new users connecting to the system.

hedged into synthetic fixed rates. The remaining $594 million is

Due to rate increases required to fund the EchoWater Project,

traditional fixed rate bonds.

outlook was affirmed in May 2013 by Standard & Poors. Regional
San replaced $250 million in bank letters of credit (LOC) and
remarketing agreements with direct purchase agreements in

RATING AGENCY

RATING

OUTLOOK

Moody’s

Aa3

Stable

Standard & Poors

AA

Stable

Fitch

AA

Stable

$3K
$2K

2012 and 2013. A direct purchase agreement with a banking
institution eliminates the need for an LOC and remarketing agent

rate plan in June 2011, which included annual rate increases of

$4,743*

$4,304

with the major rating agencies in 2013. Our AA rating and stable

$4K

$2 per month effective October 1, 2011; July 1, 2012; and July 1, 2013.
As Regional San is now looking toward the design and early stages
of construction of the EchoWater Project, another three-year rate plan

$2,854*

impact fees, respectively.

Regional San maintained excellent, high-grade credit ratings

$2,543

Regional San collected $8.1 million, $8 million, and $11 million in

Project, Regional San’s Board of Directors approved a three-year

$4,032

starting to recover. Between fiscal years 2010-11 and 2012-13,

In order to fund initial planning activities related to the EchoWater
$5K

$2,396

fees also increased in 2012-13, indicating the economy may be

Approved and
F u t u r e Ra t e I n c r e as e s

$6K

$2,800

monthly rate revenue increased. Revenue from sewer impact

$7K

$7,450

$8K

through 2016 was proposed to our Board of Directors. The rate plan
proposes increases of $3 per month effective July 1, 2014; July 1, 2015;

$1K

and July 1, 2016. Our Board will consider approval of the rate plan at

because the bank buys the debt and carries it for the term of
the agreement. Regional San is saving about $2.9 million annually
as a result of these direct purchase agreements.

a public hearing in March 2014. Additional EchoWater Project-related

$0

2011-2012

2012-2013

2013-2014

rate increases beyond 2016 will also be needed but have not yet

2014-2015*

been proposed.

Fi sc al Y ear

2 0 1 3 R ATE DOLL A R S S PENT

As a result of new methodology
derived from a Rate and Fee Study,
sewer impact fees decreased in 2013.

NEW
INFILL
PROJECTED

Based on $24.00
per Month
Service Rate

2 0 1 3 REVENUE S OURCE S

M ONTHLY S E W ER R A TE S
Y e a r ly co m pa r i s o n
$35

Total Revenue
$205,752,113

$30
$25
$20
$15

5.4%

$2,431,265

1.2%

$15,874,927

7.7%

38%
30%
15%
9%
4%
2%
1%
1%

$5

$35.00

Other Revenue

$11,055,885

$9.24
$7.12
$3.75
$2.17
$0.89
$0.46
$0.21
$0.16

$32.00

Interest Revenue

Debt Service
Treatment Plant O & M
EchoWater Project
Administration
Policy & Planning
Laboratory
Source Control
Bufferlands

$29.00

Sewer Impact Fees

85.7%

$26.00

$176,390,036

$24.00

Monthly Service Rates

$22.00

$10

2013-2014

2014-2015

2015-2016

2016-2017

$0

2011-2012

2012-2013

Fi sc al Y ear

Board
Approved
Projected
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E N V I R O N M E N TA L

B u ff e r l a n d s

S T E WA R D S H I P
Along with safeguarding public health, protecting the environment through resposible stewardship
of natural resources is core to our mission.
B A C K GROUND
Regional San takes a holistic “portfolio” approach to protecting the
environment, both for current and future generations. This means
we do more than just clean the region’s wastewater in a safe and
responsible manner. We also provide recycled water for irrigation use,
recycle biosolids into fertilizer products for crops, and convert biogas
into energy that powers homes.
These programs are designed to help us make the most of our
resources, but we don’t stop there. We also help manage and monitor
the health of the Sacramento River watershed. We actively implement
habitat restoration and responsible land management programs
on the vast Bufferlands surrounding our treatment plant. And we
continue to inform the complex and critical process of Delta
protection downstream by staying engaged in various efforts.
In 2013, we continued our efforts to chart a sustainable path
forward through our “green” projects and programs.

S o u t h C o u n t y A g r i c u lt u r e
a n d Hab i t a t La n d s W a t e r
R e c y c l i n g P r o g r am
The South County Agriculture and Habitat Lands Water Recycling
Program (South County Ag Program) proposes to use recycled
water from our wastewater treatment plant to irrigate permanent
agriculture and habitat mitigation lands in the south portion of
Sacramento County. The program could provide drought-proof
irrigation water that will benefit the region and the state by
preserving groundwater and surface water supplies.
In September, Regional San completed the draft Title XVI Feasibility
Study Report for the South County Ag Program. The study, funded
partially by a $110,000 grant from the United States Bureau
of Reclamation, identified 18,000 acres of land that could be
irrigated with up to 52,000 acre-feet per year of recycled water.
This is equivalent to the annual water needs of approximately

100,000 single-family homes. The study also highlighted other
important benefits, such as increasing local groundwater levels
and helping restore flows to the Cosumnes River.
In 2014, planning for the South County Ag Program will continue
with the development of preliminary design plans, establishing
financial and institutional frameworks, and producing environmental
documentation. Regional San will also continue to coordinate with its
recycled water stakeholders and pursue funding sources to support
future final design and construction.

S . P. A . C o g e n e r at i o n R e c y c l e d
Wat e r P i p e l i n e P r o j e c t
Regional San, in partnership with the Sacramento Power Authority
(S.P.A.) and the City of Sacramento, is proposing to provide
recycled water to the Cogeneration Facility located near the site
of the decommissioned Campbell Soup Plant. The proposed
Cogeneration Recycled Water Pipeline Project (Cogen Project)
would replace approximately 1,000 acre-feet per year of potable
water used for cooling purposes at the Cogeneration Facility. The
recycled water pipeline would initially convey recycled water from
the wastewater treatment plant to the Cogeneration Facility, but the
pipeline would be sized to serve other nearby users in the future.
In 2013, Regional San completed the draft Title XVI Feasibility Study
Report for the project. This study was funded in part by a $40,000
grant provided by the United States Bureau of Reclamation and
included the option of a larger pipeline to provide recycled water
to parks, golf courses, school landscapes, and other uses along
the corridor. In fact, the study identified more than 85 potential
recycled water users.
In 2012, the Cogen Project was awarded about $1.5 million in
Proposition 84 grant funding from the California Department of Water
Resources through the American River Basin Integrated Regional
Water Management Plan. In 2013, Regional San submitted a formal
request to redirect previously secured Proposition 50 grant money
(about $2.13 million) from the Water Reclamation Facility Phase II
Expansion Project to the Cogen Project.
In 2014, Regional San will continue to work with the California
Department of Water Resources to complete the redirection of
the Proposition 50 grant funding. We will also begin to develop
preliminary designs of the planned facilities, financial and
institutional frameworks, and environmental documentation.
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For more than 30 years, our staff has carefully managed the
2,650-acre Bufferlands surrounding our treatment plant. More
than just a “buffer” between plant operations and our neighbors,
the Bufferlands also provides precious wildlife habitat for an
abundance of species. The number of bird species grew to 235
this year with additions of the endangered Least Bell’s Vireo and
the American Redstart.
Regional San continually works to enhance the habitat value of
the Bufferlands through land stewardship and habitat restoration
activities. In 2013, we completed the South Sacramento County
Streams Ecosystem Restoration Project, a cooperative effort with
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to enhance 265 acres of grassland,
forest, and wetland habitat on the Bufferlands. Started in 2003, the
$2.5 million project planted approximately 10,000 trees and shrubs.
Habitat restoration on the Bufferlands is also used to minimize or
mitigate the impacts of nearby construction projects. Currently,
the Regional Transit South Line Light Rail Extension and the City
of Sacramento Cosumnes River Boulevard Extension traverse a
small area in the northeastern Bufferlands. With local agency
funding, Regional San will plant 1,200 trees on the Bufferlands to
offset construction impacts. We have also made stockpiled soil
available for these projects, minimizing environmental impacts and
helping clear space needed for future EchoWater infrastructure.
Removing this material ahead of time will reduce the cost of the
EchoWater Project by up to $5 million.

AWA RDS aND
ACCO M P LIS H M E N T S
At Regional San, we are proud of our
continued commitment to environmental
protection and public education. Here’s a
look back at our awards and accomplishments
received in 2013:
Silver Peak Performance Award for excellent
performance in meeting discharge permit
requirements, National Association of Clean
Water Agencies (for 2012 performance)
Voluntarily Exceeding Environmental Regulation Award
for the Biogas Enhancement Facility, Sacramento
Environmental Commission
Research Achievement Award for the EchoWater Project Pilot Study,
Sacramento Chapter of the California Water Environment Association
Public Education Award for the EchoWater Project Public
Education Program, Sacramento Chapter of the California Water
Environment Association
Sacramento Area Sustainable Business Award for Collaboration on
the Amalgam Recovery Education & Outreach Program, Business
Environmental Resource Center

Finally, we always like to share our beautiful Bufferlands with the
community. Last spring, we had a terrific turnout at the popular Walk
on the Wildside event, with more than 1,500 adults and children.
We also coordinated creek cleanup events, with more than 150
hardworking volunteers combing the banks of the creeks that
flow through the Buffferlands to remove trash and debris.

LO O K I N G TO

THE FUTURE
At the treatment plant, EchoWater Project design activities will
intensify as we aggressively pursue a project development schedule
that foresees construction getting underway in early 2015. Regional
San will also secure necessary environmental clearances for the project
through the California Environmental Quality Act process. Meanwhile,
to ensure plant operations are in good working order, our crews are
carrying on with their efforts to evaluate and rehabilitate existing
equipment and infrastructure.
From a sustainability perspective, we continue to look for sensible
opportunities to expand our “green” portfolio and reduce our carbon
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footprint. For energy consumption purposes, one such option being
evaluated in 2014 is solar arrays on the Bufferlands. We will also
continue our pursuit of water recycling opportunities.
While we reflect on our accomplishments in 2013, we are looking
forward to the exciting changes 2014 will bring. As always, we remain
energized to continue providing the critical service of wastewater
conveyance and treatment to the region’s residents, businesses, and
industries. While we can count on new challenges in 2014, one thing
that will never change is our steadfast commitment to protecting our
community and safeguarding the environment.
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Cou nty of S acramento

City o f Fo ls o m

Phil Serna

Kerri Howell

Jimmie Yee

City o f R a ncho Co rdova

Susan Peters

Dan Skoglund

Roberta MacGlashan
Don Nottoli

City o f S a cra me nto
Steve Cohn

Cou nty of Yolo

Darrell Fong

Mike McGowan

Allen Warren

City of Citrus H eight s

Steve Hansen

Jeannie Bruins

Bonnie Pannell

City of E lk Grove

City o f We st S a cra me nto

Jim Cooper

Oscar Villegas

Patrick Hume

E x ec u tive
M anagement T eam
Prabhakar Somavarapu

Karen Stoyanowski

District Engineer

Internal Services Director

Ruben Robles

Joe Maestretti

Operations Director

Chief Financial Officer

Christoph Dobson

Claudia Goss

Policy & Planning Director

Public Affairs Manager
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