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South Sacramento County Agricultural & Habitat Lands 

Recycled Water Program (South County Ag Program) 

Program Overview  

Description: 

The South County Ag Program is an exceptional opportunity to proactively restore and manage 
groundwater, while improving stream flows in the lower Cosumnes River, enhancing riparian habitats and 
wetlands, sustaining prime agricultural lands, and improving regional water supply reliability. The Program is 
being developed by Regional San and has the potential to deliver up to 50,000 acre-feet per year (AFY) of 

drought-proof recycled water to irrigate more than 16,000 acres of 
permanent agriculture and habitat conservation lands near the 
Cosumnes River and Stone Lakes Wildlife Refuge. Essentially, this 
recycled water would be used in-lieu of pumping groundwater. 

Additionally, the Program proposes to implement wintertime 
irrigation and wildlife-friendly recharge basins in the project area 
where the soils are suitable, to provide further groundwater 
recharge.  

  
Key Benefits of the South County Ag Program: 
 Improves water quality by restoring groundwater levels and increasing in-stream flows in the Cosumnes 

River. 
 Restores depleted groundwater levels up to 35 feet within 15 years and helps achieve compliance with 

the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA). 
 Increases groundwater storage capacity by approximately 245,000 acre-feet within 10 years, and 

approximately 450,000 acre-feet in 40 years.  
 Supports and increases riparian and wetland conditions on over 5,000 acres. 
 Supports a variety of threatened species, such as Swainson’s Hawk, Sandhill Cranes and Giant Garter 

Snake. 
 Increases frequency of Cosumnes River instream flows to support fall-run Chinook Salmon. 
 
Important Regional Water Supply Benefits: 

The South County Ag Program increases regional and state water supply reliability through groundwater 
storage and conjunctive use. Both recycled water supply users (agricultural users) and potential 

groundwater banking partners will benefit from the Program’s water supply reliability benefits. Through 
conjunctive use and the development of a groundwater banking 
program, a portion of stored groundwater could be withdrawn in 
dry years to meet a wide range of needs for a variety of regional 
water supply and reliability needs.  This conjunctive use element 
would allow banking partners to limit their surface water diversions 
during times of drought and shift to groundwater pumping of the 
banked water. Those reductions in surface water diversions could 
potentially be sold and transferred to other entities for municipal or 
environmental uses, thereby improving water supply reliability in 
the Program area, as well as in the Delta and the State. Preliminary 
plans are to withdraw groundwater in the driest three out of ten 
years, providing approximately 30,000 AFY for extraction during 
drought conditions. 
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Program Helps Achieve Compliance with SGMA (the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act): 

The recharge element of the Program is expected to raise groundwater levels up to 35 feet in the center of 
the Program area, and 20-30 feet in other parts of the South American groundwater subbasin - reversing a 
cone of depression that currently exists due to over-pumping of groundwater.  Within 10 years, it is 
estimated that the program will increase groundwater storage capacity by 245,000 acre-feet, within 25 
years it will be increased by 320,000 acre-feet and as much as 450,000 acre-feet in approximately 40 years 
– Which is about half the size of Folsom Lake.   
 
Funding Awards and Opportunities: 

 Regional San was extensively engaged in the development of the $7.5 billion Water Bond (Proposition 
1) that was passed in 2014.  Proposition 1 provided funding for a variety of water improvement projects 
including $2.7 billion dollars to pay for the public benefits of new water storage projects – which 
includes both groundwater storage and surface storage.  The California Water Commission has been 
tasked with deciding how to award this $2.7 billion in funding through a program known as the Water 
Storage Investment Program (WSIP). 

 

  Regional San competed with 11 other projects that submitted WSIP applications. In July 2018, the 
California Water Commission (Commission) announced that Regional San will receive $280.5 million—
the maximum requested funding amount—in Proposition 1 grant funding  to help make the South 
County Ag Program a reality for the Sacramento region.  The South County Ag Program received the 
highest scores on two of the scoring elements related to the Relative Environmental Value and 
Implementation Risk. 

 

 The total Project Capital Costs are estimated to be approximately $300 million (in 2015 dollars). 

 
Program Supporters: 
Regional San has worked 
extensively with our 
environmental, agricultural and 
water supply partners. The 
Environmental Defense Fund, The 
Nature Conservancy, the Sierra 
Club, the Sacramento County 
Farm Bureau, and the Sacramento 
Central Groundwater Authority 
are just a few of the Program’s 
supporters. 
 
 
 
For more information, contact: 
Terrie Mitchell, 
Manager, Legislative & Regulatory 
Affairs 
916-876-6092 
mitchellt@sacsewer.com 
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